What I Do: Carpentry experience aids Habitat ReStore director Jennifer Voichick
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Jennifer Voichick is director of the Habitat ReStore, which recovers usable building materials for sale in the store. Proceeds are used to help support Habitat for Humanity's home building program.
Jennifer Voichick
Age: 49
Occupation: Director
Habitat ReStore
208 Cottage Grove Road, Madison
608-661-2813
www.restoredane.org
Number of years on the job: 11
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I was a carpenter for 14 years. After earning my bachelor's degree in women's studies at Brown University in Rhode Island, I wanted to work in social services. It was the 1980s, and the economy made it difficult to find a job.
A friend suggested carpentry, and I returned to my native Madison to go through the apprenticeship program with Local Union 314.
After a few years as a carpenter, I was able to blend my trade with working in a social service at Operation Fresh Start.
I began to have some health issues and needed to find a new career. I began to think how I could use my skills for the greater good.
Eleven years ago, I had the idea to start a store that would take in unneeded building materials and sell them to the general public to raise money for a community partner. While in the building industry, I saw an incredible amount of waste and materials going to landfills. I wanted to preserve the land and be a steward for the land and our community.
I approached Habitat for Humanity of Dane County to be the store's partner. Turns out, the ReStore concept was already being used by Habitat in other states, but my idea became the first store in Wisconsin. Now, there are 20 ReStores in Wisconsin and 50 total throughout the U.S.
After a year of planning and procuring funding, the store opened in September 2001, right after 9/11. The outpouring of support was incredible and continues to be so strong that we are considering opening a second store on Madison's West Side.
Since 1987, Habitat for Humanity of Dane County has worked with more than 190 families to build simple, affordable homes. Habitat doesn't give away homes. People buy Habitat homes with an interest-free mortgage, which makes the home more affordable. We build Habitat homes with Habitat homeowners — homeowners help build their own home.
We have a deconstruction team that goes to sites to remove salvageable materials to sell in the store. The shop has diverted 4,500 tons of materials from Dane County landfills. In 10 years, the shop has donated $2 million to the local Habitat for Humanity, which has funded 16 homes. The community has been terrific in supporting the ReStore through donations, shopping and volunteerism, and I would like to thank everyone for their support.
What I Do features area residents who have interesting or unique jobs. To suggest someone to feature, contact Jill Carlson at jillcarlson1957@gmail.com with the name, contact information and a brief description of what the person does.
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